


» Church Growth Strategy for African- American Congregations
» Invitation to expanding partnership in God’s Mission (Dallas

Consultation)
» Increase number of mission personnel
> Dispute resolution process for GAC and FDN

Actions regarding Shared Discernment
» Ordination Standards
» Large number of Task Forces

Actions regarding Social Justice:
» Israel/Palestine
» Iraq
» Iran '
» Human Rights: Zimbabwe, Philippines, North Korea, Colombia

Corporate worship:
» Highlight of daily worship
» Call for solemn assemblies

e Approved the creation of a five-member task force, appointed by the
chairperson of the General Assembly Council, to conduct an evaluation of the
Presbyterian News Service and make recommendations to the March 2009
meeting of the GAC.

e Received a report from Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation president Bob
Leech regarding the work of the Foundation in the midst of a difficult
economy.

e Heard a presentation from participants in a recent trip to the Middle East,
including Carol Adock.

¢ Approved an increase of 3 percent in the 2009 salary ranges for GAC staff
(which is consistent with 2009 budget approved by the GA) and received a
report of a favorable mid-term review for the GAC executive director, Linda
Valentine.

To read more business items conducted at the meeting we ask you to go to our website

WWW.DCUSa. org/gac.

The next GAC meeting will be March 25-27, 2009 in Louisville, Kentucky, in connection
with a meeting of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly.



SYNOD OF THE SUN
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH LOUISIANA
Progress Report — October 2008

The Synod of the Sun, at the request of members from the Presbytery of South Louisiana and its
Council, appointed the Administrative Commission (AC) for the Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL).

This commission, by the review of records and by whatever face-to-face conversations the commission deems
helpful, shall determine the validity of the presbytery’s procedures and decisions (past, pending, and future)
regarding various congregations and their properties. All pending and future decisions regarding property in the
Presbytery of South Louisiana shall require the approval of the commission. This commission also shall listen to
other expressions of concern and/or dissatisfaction with presbytery leadership and make suggestions as to ways
the presbytery can move toward a fuller expression of the ministry of Christ’s church.

The AC had its organizational and orientation meeting at the Synod Office on May 1, 2008. Mark
Tammen (Office of the General Assembly) and Elizabeth Johnson Pense (Synod Stated Clerk) met with
the AC. The Rev. B. Gordon Edwards (Cimarron Presbytery) and Elder Dian McCall (Grace
Presbytery) we elected Co-Moderators for the AC; Sue Trei-Conrad (Indian Nations Presbytery) was
elected as Secretary. The AC determined that listening teams would generally be composed of 3
persons (no less than 2 persons). We would initiate some conversations and be available for sessions,
groups or individuals to request conversations with us.

The AC met with the PSL Council on June 2, 2008 and was introduced at the PSL meeting on June 3.
Several conversations were requested and held during that meeting with representatives from
congregations. A brief introductory statement regarding the partnership the AC was establishing with
the PSL was given by Co-Moderator Edwards.

Members of the AC have participated in PSL Council meetings, in person and/or by speaker phone, and
have attended the Called Meeting of PSL on September 22 and Stated Meeting on October 10. The AC
has offered several recommendations to the Council. One resulted in the development and adoption of a
“Statement Policy on the Severance of Relations between a Particular Church and the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)) including Disposition of Property.” Listening Teams of the AC have continued having
conversations with the Council, PSL staff, two Sessions and 10 individuals. Additional conversation
opportunities are planned for the western part of the PSL.

The AC is meeting at the Synod Office on Monday, October 27. The AC requests you to continue to
pray for them, for the PSL and for the congregations and members of the PSL. We are grateful for the
brothers and sisters in Christ whom we have met on our journeys into the PSL and pray for God’s Spirit
to unite us in greater strength and partnership to fulfill the mission of Christ faithfully.

Respectfully submitted:

Rev. B. Gordon Edwards, Co-Moderator Elder Dian McCall, Co-Moderator
Elder Christianne Chase (Cimarron) Rev. John Judson (Mission)

Elder Sandy Freeland (Eastern Oklahoma) Elder Jane Larkin (New Covenant)
Elder Jerry Gahr (Tres Rios) Rev. Richard Schempp (Palo Duro)
Rev. Dan Hignight (Pines) Rev. Sue Trei-Conrad (Indian Nations)
Rev. Marion Humphrey (Arkansas) Elder Rupert Turner (New Covenant)

Elder Linda Tyler (Mission)



Nominating Committee Report

A — The Synod nominates these persons for the
entities listed and requests election by the Synod.

Svnod Permanent Judicial Commission

Class of 2013 (unexpired term)
Rev. Melinda Veatch, Fort Worth, TX

Presbyterian Pan American School

Class of 2011

Eugene Times, Baton Rouge, LA
John Ed Withers, Santa Fe, NM
John Wurster, Kerrville, TX

Svnod of the Sun Trustees
Class of 2011
Ms. Arlene Phillips, Tulsa OK

Class of 2012
Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner, Irving, TX

B — The Synod presents these persons for the entities listed (their names having
come from the entity) and requests election by the Synod

Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Home & Family Services, Inc.

Class of 2011

Ted Carmical, Monticello, AR
Christy Carr, Camden, AR

Charles Frith, Little Rock, AR
David Martin, Jonesboro, AR
Sharlie Rigby, Little Rock, AR
Rev. Stewart Smith, Springdale, AR
Jesse Cox, Fayetteville, AR

Robin Trimble, El Dorado, AR



Presbyterian Foundation of Louisiana

Class of 2009
Rev. John S. Spaulding, Jefferson, LA
Mrs. Nell Johston, Harahan, LA

Class of 2010

Mr. F. David Grissett, New Orleans, LA
Mr. Ron Brown, Natchitoches, LA

Mr. Robert Plummer, Mansfield, LA
Mr. Jack Jackson, Baton Rouge, LA

Texas Presbyterian Foundation Board of Trustees
Class of 2011

V. Elizabeth Ledbetter, Austin, TX

Thomas M. Mobley, Kilgore, TX

Noe Hinojosa, Jr., Dallas, TX

William B. Landess, Amarillo, TX

Stanley C. Beyer, Houston, TX

Fred Robertson, Houston, TX

Class of 2009
John W. Miller, Bartlesville, OK

University of the Ozarks Board of Trustees
Class of 2009

Chris Allen

Judy Boreham

Ann Filyaw

William A. Rail

Class of 2010
Judith Borck
Jack Patterson

Class of 2011
Alfredo A. Romo
John E. Tate
Denton Tumbleson

Synod of the Sun Presbyterian Foundation Board of Trustees
Class of 2011

Barbara Chappell, Odessa, TX

Robert C. Conner, Little Rock, AR

Charles C. Smith, Kingfisher, OK

James M. Burns, Jr., Norman, OK

William G. Morris, Lubbock, TX

Frank L. Seaman, San Antonio, TX




STATED CLERK'S REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF THE SUN

October 24, 2008

The Stated Clerk reports the following information:

1.

The Overture submitted by the Synod of the Sun to
the 218™ General Assembly (regarding the expenditure
of money for relief/recovery following hurricane
Katrina) was approved.

The minutes of the Synod of the Sun for 2006 and
2007 were reviewed in peer review in April 2008 and
approved by the 218™ General Assembly with three
exceptions (missing rosters and missing testimony about
the adequacy of our insurance - both of which shall be
corrected in the 2008 minutes)

The April 2008 report of the exceptions in the minutes
of Mission Presbytery was incorrect. This is the
corrected report: 2006 minutes, exceptions 9, 20, and
21; 2007 minutes, exceptions 9 and 21 (and the Clerk
will provide the full set of criteria to anyone who asks).



Executive Committee Report to the Synod of the Sun
October 24, 2008

The Executive Committee reports the following:

1. Commissioner Charlie Smith was elected by the committee to join Meg Garver Hamilton in
reading and approving the minutes of the plenary.

2. The three Synod meetings in 2009 are scheduled as follows:
February 11-12,
June 1-2, and
November 5-6.
Each meeting will begin at noon on the first day and conclude at 3:00 p.m. on the second day.

The Executive Committee recommends approval of the following:

1. The Executive Committee adopted the following statement and two recommendations and
recommends that the Synod approve them:

In so far as possible, the Synod will be guided in its work by the new mission design
adopted in October 2007.

(1) The Executive Committee recommends that for 2009, the Coordinating Team be
composed of ten people: the six working group leaders, the synod moderator, the synod
moderator in-nomination, the Executive and the Associate Executive/StatedClerk. The
Coordinating Team will meet as needed, at the call of the Moderator and the Executive, to deal
with matters requiring attention between synod meetings. All actions taken will be reported to
the next plenary.

(2) The Executive Committee further recommends that the current Bylaws (2005) be
suspended for 2009 except for sections 1 (Governing Body), 8 (Permanent Judicial Commis-
sion), 10 (Scholarships), and 11 (Trustees).

2. The Executive Committee recommends to the plenary that the term of Assistant Stated Clerk
Mona Bailey (to end 12/2009) be concluded on November 9, 2008.

3. The Executive Committee recommends to the plenary that the term of Stated Clerk Elizabeth
Johnson Pense (to end 12/2009) be concluded on November 9, 2008.

4. The Executive Committee recommends to the plenary that the following people be elected to
serve as the Synod Nominating Committee:

Class of 2009:



EO Joanne Kirvan (elder)

EO Elsie Hicks (elder)

NC Philip Chiang (minister)
NC Richard Boson (elder)
TR Jose Louis Casal (minister)
TR Judia Foreman (elder)
Class of 2010:

G Ron Holloman (minister)
IN Ella Colman (elder)

NC Marion Calvert (elder)
PD Mike Ruff (elder)

SL Sue Candler (elder

Class of 2011:
G Rashid Gill (elder)

5. The Executive Committee recommends to the plenary that the following people be elected to
serve as the Synod Committee on Representation:

Class of 2009:

EO Joanne Kirvan (elder)
EO Elsie Hicks (elder)

NC Philip Chiang (minister)
NC Richard Boson (elder)
TR Jose Louis Casal (minister)
TR Judia Foreman (elder)
Class of 2010:

G Ron Holloman (minister)
IN Ella Colman (elder)

NC Marion Calvert (elder)
PD Mike Ruff (elder)

SL Sue Candler (elder)

Class of 2011:
G Rashid Gill (elder)





